
 
March 9, 2010 – The Wall Street Journal ‘The Next Big Thing’ rankings were calculated based on how each company scored in the following components: the track record 
of success for the venture-capital investors who sit on the company's board (Board Ranking); the amount of capital raised by the company over the last three years, in 
comparison to its peers (Total Equity Ranking); the track record of success for the company's founders and chief executive (Executive Ranking); and the recent growth in the 
value of the company (Valuation Ranking). As a last component, Dow Jones venture-capital reporters and editors also reviewed and ranked the companies. Overall rank is based 
on a weighted combination of all five components.  

 
 
*Equity raised: The total amount of capital raised by the company over the three years ended Nov. 30, 2009, compared to the median amount raised by their industry peers in the same period. 
** Executive Ranking: The previous liquidity success for a company's founders and chief executive, based on the number of mergers and acquisitions, and the sum of total market capitalization for initial public offerings. 
***Valuation Ranking: The absolute percentage change in valuation over the 12 months ended Nov. 30, 2009, which includes the use of statistically derived values. 
****Board Ranking: The previous liquidity success of the venture-capital investors who sit on the company's board, based on the number of mergers and acquisitions, and the sum of total market capitalization for initial public offerings. 


